
INTRODUCTION

The Refugee Programs Branch,
California Department of Social
Services is publishing this Resources
Directory to inform communities of
the services and resources available
for refugees in the State of California.
The agencies included in this 
directory responded to an invitation
sent to all California refugee service
agencies requesting a description of
their services. The Refugee Programs
Branch extends its appreciation to all
the agencies that responded and are
represented in the directory.  If you
wish to have your agency included in
future editions of this directory, please
follow the instructions on the last
page of the directory.

For any questions or comments, 
please contact:

Refugee Programs Branch
744 P Street, MS 6-646
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 654-6379



STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL (SAC) 
ON REFUGEE ASSISTANCE 

AND SERVICES 

In accordance with the Refugee Act of 1980, the
SAC was established by the California Department
of Social Services (CDSS), and represents a cross
section of expertise and experience from all 
sectors involved in or affected by the refugee
resettlement process.

Members of SAC are representatives from local
government, voluntary agencies, service providers,
and other interested private organizations and
individuals.

The SAC meets on a regular basis to analyze 
critical issues affecting refugees and to develop,
adopt, and submit recommendations to the
Health and Human Services Agency, CDSS, other
state departments, and federal authorities.  The
SAC assures citizen involvement in policy 
discussions crucial to the development of a 
cost-effective, sensitive, and comprehensive
refugee resettlement program.  The CDSS keeps
the SAC informed on current issues affecting
refugee resettlement in California and solicits
advice from the SAC on the administration of the
Refugee Resettlement Program (RRP).  The advice
given to the CDSS by the SAC, through formal
recommendations and general discussions at SAC
meetings, is seriously considered by the
Department in the development of the refugee
resettlement process in California. 
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STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL

SAC
CHAIRS

SAC Chair
Don Climent, Regional Director
International Rescue Committee (IRC)
Location: 
1370 Mission Street, 4th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94103
Phone: (415) 863-3777   
Fax: (415) 863-9264

SAC Vice-Chair
Eskinder Negash, Vice President
International Institute 
of Los Angeles (IILA)
Location: 
3845 Selig Place 
Los Angeles, CA 90031
Phone: (323) 224-3813   
Fax: (323) 224-3810
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Kenan Begovic, President
BH Engineering
Location: 

183 Patricia Drive
Atherton, CA 94027

Phone: (650) 594-2861   
Fax: (650) 594-0278

Marianne Blank, 
Executive Director
St. Anselm’s Cross Cultural
Community Center
Location: 

13091 Galway Street 
Garden Grove, CA 92644

Phone: (714) 537-0608   
Fax: (714) 537-7606

Megan Mai Bui, Director
Southeast Asian Community
Center
Location: 

1415 Koll Circle 
Suite 108, 
San Jose, CA  95112

Phone: (408) 436-8438   
Fax: (408) 436-8745

Chaosarn Chao, 
Executive Director
Lao Family Community 
Development, Inc. (LFCD),
Contra Costa County Branch
Office
Location: 

1551 23rd Avenue 
Oakland, CA 94606

Phone: (510) 533-8850   
Fax: (510) 533-1516

SAC MEMBERS
Laura Hardcastle, Chief
Refugee Health Program
Department of Health
Services
Location: 

P.O. Box 942732
Sacramento, CA 94234

Phone: (916) 323-1164   
Fax: (916) 324-0050

Walter Lam, President
Alliance for African
Assistance
Location:  

3869 42nd Street 
San Diego, CA 92105

Phone: (619) 282-2318  
Fax: (619) 282-4235

Flora Lamb, Refugee 
Health Coordinator
Los Angeles County 
Refugee Health
Location: 

2615 South Grand
Avenue, #507 
Los Angeles, CA 90007

Phone: (213) 744-6191  
Fax: (213) 743-4849

Diem D. Ngo, Chair
The Vietnamese Voluntary 
Foundation
Location: 

2260 Quimby Road 
San Jose, CA 95122

Phone: (408) 532-7755   
Fax: (408) 532-1699
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Alan Peters, County Welfare Director
Fresno County Human Services Agency
Location: 

2600 Ventura 
Fresno, CA 93750-0001

Phone: (559) 453-6406   
Fax: (559) 453-6100

Agustin Prado, President Prado Signs
Location: 

9546 West Washington Boulevard 
Culver City, CA 90230

Phone: (310) 837-1244   
Fax: (310) 837-4166

Ahmed Sahid, Program Manager
Union of Pan Asian Communities
Location:

4079 54th Street 
San Diego, CA 92105

Phone: (619) 286-8880   
Fax: (619) 229-2266

John Tran, Refugee Coordinator
Alameda County Work Forces 
and Resources Development
Location: 

22455 Maple Court 
Hayward, CA 94541

Phone: (510) 728-7838  
Fax: (510) 728-7876

Irina Vetchinkina, 
Executive Director, Russian 
American Mutual Assistance
Location:

4052 Manzanita Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608

Phone:  (916) 979-0519 
Fax:  (916) 979-0519

SAC MEMBERS


